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Ayo Olaniyan was born and raised in Ibadan, Nigeria, the third most populous city in the African nation. In 1983, sixteen year old Ayo came 
to the United States to attend Oneida Baptist Institute, a small Christian high school in Oneida, Kentucky. After graduating from Oneida, he 
enrolled in Campbellsville University, a Christian liberal arts institution also located in Kentucky, where he graduated with a degree in                
business administration and management. Growing up in the home of Baptist Pastor Dr. Samson and Mrs. Victoria Olaniyan (along with 3 
brothers and a sister), Ayo trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Savior as a young man in Nigeria but later “rededicated myself to 
Christ and was baptized during my freshman year in college at a revival.” A summer job in Wildwood, NJ in 1989 led to a 28 year career 
with McDonald’s, where he is currently general manager at the Absecon restaurant, as well as one of two supervisors for five other         
McDonald’s restaurants. Ayo, whose favorite Bible verses are Phil 4:13 and Psalm 121:1-2, admits that “my walk with God was sporadic for 
several years after I left school.” But about 11 years ago Shawn Cross, nephew of Champion Baptist Academy administrator at the time 
Don Cross, came to work at McDonald’s. For at least two years, “Shawn would seize every opportunity to invite me to his church, Mainland 
Baptist.” Ayo recalls that “the first time I came to Mainland, I received such a warm welcome, as Shawn must have introduced me to every 
member that day!” That special day, he also met two “outstanding” Nigerian families, the Aboderins and the Oguntuases, both of which “left 
me with lasting impressions.” Ayo, who currently serves the Lord in the teen ministry and the sound room, met his wife Bisi when his niece 
showed him her picture on Facebook. He promptly called her and stated, “I am not looking for a girlfriend, I am looking for a God-fearing 
wife!” Bisi replied, “I am not looking to date, but the person that I will entertain to talk to has to love the Lord!” Ayo 
responded, “that’s me!” He adds, “the deal was sealed before we ever met as I knew right away she was the one 
the Lord has chosen for me!” The Olaniyans were married on August 21, 2014. Born in Oyo State, western Nigeria, 
Mrs. Adebisi Olaniyan grew up in a Christian home in different areas of Nigeria and also abroad due to her father’s 
job. She earned a degree in Communication and Language Arts from the University of Ibadan, Nigeria’s oldest    
university. After graduating, Bisi’s first job was a marketing representative. She also spent time with an advertising 
agency and in administration/ human resources with a small pharmaceutical company. Currently serving God in the 
nursery and preschool area, Bisi “grew up in a Christian home but never really knew I had to personally have a          
relationship with the Lord until a friend of mine talked to me in 1996.” She trusted Christ as her personal Savior on 
1/1/1996 and was baptized two years later. On March 16, 2016, the Lord gave the Olaniyans a handsome son they 
named Oluwatomi (Tomi), meaning “God is sufficient for me!” 

as a Family  
Keeping Christ in CHRISTmas  

1. Give gift subscriptions to Christian                 
magazines. 

2. Call a friend or family member that you 
have not talked to in a long time. 

3. Drink Hot Cocoa and sing Christmas               
carols with your children.  

4. Do not try to create the perfect holiday. 
Relax. Enjoy. 

5. Pray over each individual as you write              
out your Christmas cards. 

6. Refrain from complaining about all the 
work Christmas is. 

7. Don’t overspend be a faithful steward of 
your money.  

8. Write a letter to the editor of  a               
newspaper praising a business that                  
displays a nativity. 

9. Open a Bible to Luke 2 and place it in the 
center of your decorations.   Check out our bookstore for a      

variety of Christmas gifts!  

“ To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, 
dominion, and power, both now and ever.” - June 1:25  

Mainland Lighthouse 

By Pastor Dean Bult  

Events 
Upcoming  

12.4  Absecon Manor Tree Lighting—6:00 pm  
12.9  Keenagers’ Christmas Luncheon 
12.13  Absecon Manor Ministry  
12.13  Winter wonderland Gala 
12.14  Pastors and Deacons Meeting  
12.17  CBA & MBC Christmas Program  
            College/Career Christmas Party  
 12.20   Adult Christmas Caroling  

12.20  Teen Christmas Party  
            Kids Christmas Lights  
12.21  CBA Christmas Break begins  
12.24  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  
12.25   Merry Christmas  
12.28  Omni Night All-Nighter  
12.31  New Year’s Eve Service  

Jesus is the Christ!  He is the Anointed One.  He is, at long last, the Messiah for whom the Jews 
had been waiting.  Do not put Him in the low category of being merely a good guy, a rabbi, a good 
son to His parents, or any other category where He doesn’t belong.  Keep Him in His rightful                  
position, and live your life accordingly.  What matters is who do you think Jesus is and why?                   
Because when you die, you will stand before the King, and that is not the day to have the wrong              
answer.  Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi and asked His disciples, “Whom do men 
say that I the Son of man am?”  Then He asked, “Whom say ye that I am?”  This account is                     
recorded in Matthew 16:13-16. 
 

This Christmas the world as a whole does not know the Lord as the only wise God and Savior.  We 
have a great challenge to live like Him before others that they might know.  He is the living Savior, 
but Zoroaster, Krishna, Buddha, Confucius, Mohammed, Joseph Smith, and Mary Baker Eddy are 
all dead.  Jesus is alive and well because He is the living God!  The tombs of all other religious                 
figures are full of bones, but the Lord’s tomb is empty.  His resurrection is a key point to both          
remember and share because it sets Him apart from every other religious leader in the history of the 
world.  What a joyous comfort Jude sets before the believers in the early church and is our same 
comfort today!  Despite the evil that surrounds each of us, God is our strength.  To Him “… be glory 
and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.”  (Jude 25b). Who do you say that I 
Am?  Is your light shining?  



youth ministry  

Teen All-Nighter 

Omni Night  
Tuesday, December 28 

 

All teens are invited to join us.  

College & Career Christmas Party  
Sunday, December 17 ~ after the evening service  

Teen Christmas Party 
Wednesday, December 20 

@ 6:30pm 

Don’t make the mistake of enjoying the wrapping of Christmas—activities, time with family, gift exchanges, traditions—
without enjoying what is behind the wrapping—the gift. Quite simply, Jesus is the gift of Christmas. And, with Paul, we 
exclaim, “Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift” (2 Corinthians 9:15). How do we unwrap this Gift? 
RECEIVE THE GIFT 
I pretty much assume that you know Christ as Saviour. But perhaps you’ve stumbled across this post by accident—or by 
God’s purpose—and don’t know Christ personally. Romans 6:23 tells us that, “The gift of God is eternal life through                  
Jesus Christ our Lord.” A gift, however, must be received. If you haven’t made the choice to receive Christ, I’d                 
encourage you to talk to the Pastor.  
ENJOY THE GIFT 
Salvation is just the beginning. But sometimes Christians—including we who are in ministry—become so consumed with 
the functioning aspects of the Christian life or ministry that we fail to personally revel in who Jesus is to us. 
Hebrews 4:15 encourages, “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 
but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” Take time this Christmas to get to know Him. Delight to be 
in His presence. 
WORSHIP THE GIFT 
The wise men displayed their wisdom in several respects, but not the least of these was that they worshipped Jesus: 
“And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and                
worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and 
myrrh” (Matthew 2:11). 
It’s easy to get so caught up in the rush of Christmas that we miss the wonder of worship. Sing to Him, give to Him, 
praise Him, thank Him. “O come, let us adore Him!” 

HOW TO UNWRAP CHRISTMAS 
DON’T MISS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON 

                                                                         By Dr. Paul Chappell  

Birthdays &                        
Anniversaries 

Winter  
Wonderland Gala 

 

Wednesday, December 13
th

 
7:00 pm  

At The Carriage House 
 

 
Tickets are $35, and maybe purchased      
after the services or through the office.  

A Night to Benefit Champion Baptist Academy  

Soup and Sandwich Dinner  
@ 5:30 pm  

 
Please use the sign up sheet if planning to attend.  

Sunday, December 31  
@ 6:30 pm  

12.3  Brayant & Charisma Tigrado 

12.7  Alma Cervantes 

12.8  Maria Herring 

         Irving Ross 

12.11  Dennis Powers 

           William Moore 

           Maria Cartlidge 

           Kayla Young  

12.14   Jared Jasper  

12.15  Elizabeta Karachanakova 

12.17  Joan Crites 

12.18  Maria Zurawski 

12.19  Ismael & Norbeta (Reyes) Diaz  

           Joey Marchese 

12.21  Bill Ruiz 

            Allison Johnson  

12.22  Holly Burke 

12.25  Robert Herring  

12.30  Daniel Camara 

12.31  Janet Remlein  


